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UNDERSTANDING HOW IT ALL WORKS TOGETHER 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 
 

Job 23:1-17 

Job Replies: Where Is God? 

23 Then Job answered and said: 

2 “Today also my complaint is bitter;[a] 

    my hand is heavy on account of my groaning. 

3 Oh, that I knew where I might find him, 

    that I might come even to his seat! 

4 I would lay my case before him 

    and fill my mouth with arguments. 

5 I would know what he would answer me 

    and understand what he would say to me. 

6 Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power? 

    No; he would pay attention to me. 

7 There an upright man could argue with him, 

    and I would be acquitted forever by my judge. 

8 “Behold, I go forward, but he is not there, 

    and backward, but I do not perceive him; 

9 on the left hand when he is working, I do not behold him; 

    he turns to the right hand, but I do not see him. 

10 But he knows the way that I take; 

    when he has tried me, I shall come out as gold. 

11 My foot has held fast to his steps; 

    I have kept his way and have not turned aside. 

12 I have not departed from the commandment of his lips; 

    I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my portion of food. 
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13 But he is unchangeable,[b] and who can turn him back? 

    What he desires, that he does. 

14 For he will complete what he appoints for me, 

    and many such things are in his mind. 

15 Therefore I am terrified at his presence; 

    when I consider, I am in dread of him. 

16 God has made my heart faint; 

    the Almighty has terrified me; 

17 yet I am not silenced because of the darkness, 

    nor because thick darkness covers my face. 

 

 

Academically, my seminary experience was quite different. I mean, quite different 

from any schooling I had before that. Some of my seminary professors would tell us 

straight out that no one ever received an “A” in their class. They did not believe in 

giving them out. One professor said he would give an “A” in his class to St. Paul. Martin 

Luther would receive an “A-.” The best any of us lowly seminarians could receive was 

a “B,” and from what I had heard about that particular class, and the percentage of 

people who flunked it, we would be happy just to pass it with a “D-”. Another professor 

once gave me a bad grade on a paper just because I did not break up my paper into 

sections. He wanted it broken up into sections, and each section was supposed to 

receive its own subtitle. Still another professor gave me a “C” for a course, and when I 

went and asked him about it, he explained that a “C” was a very good grade in his 

class. I should be very happy with it. At the time, I thought they were just being cranky 

and mean. I didn’t understand until later that they were pushing us, challenging us, 

testing us. 

 

Throughout much of this book, Job thinks that God is mean. The meaning of Job’s 

name is enemy. And often in this book Job thinks that God is treating him like an 

enemy.  
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But here in Job 23:10, there is a glimmer of understanding on Job’s part. A hint that Job 

really gets what’s going on. He says, “When He has tested me, I will come forth as 

gold.” God wants you to have a faith as refined as gold. He takes both the good 

things in your life and the times of suffering and works them together, melts them 

together to bring forth a mature faith. The Lord uses five elements to refine your faith as 

gold. The five S’s.  

 

When suffering comes, and most likely it will, you may experience shock. You 

remember when Job sat in ashes, scraping himself with a piece of broken pottery. He 

had just lost everything. His world had fallen apart. And for seven and days and seven 

nights neither he nor his friends said a word. Job couldn’t say anything. He’d had the 

wind knocked out of him. He was in shock. 

 

Then, Job began to lament, to sorrow. He began to cry out to God, and it was not 

pretty. He cursed the day he was born. He said he wanted God to just leave him 

alone and let him die. His heart was breaking. And he was not getting any sort of reply 

from God. The only sound was the sound of his own lament, his own sorrow. 

But here in chapter 23, Job’s lament takes a turn. He begins to question the silent God 

as to why all this has happened to him. Verses 3 and 4: “If only I knew where to find 

Him; if only I could go to His dwelling! I would state my case before Him and fill my 

mouth with arguments.” Sometimes, life does not make sense. We see bad people 

prosper, filling their pockets off of others. While we, good people, suffer. So, we 

struggle with God, argue with God. 

 

And God has to remind us that making us happy is not His goal. His goal is to make us 

more like Jesus. More and more like Jesus in the way we live and talk and think. That’s 

called sanctification. And just because we use the word goal here does not mean 

that there is a reason for everything. At times, we must admit that we see no reason 

why something has happened. At the same time, no suffering happens in your life 

without God’s permission. Not a hair on your head can be lost unless God permits it. 

God has His own purposes, though we cannot see them. We cannot see the reasons 

for our suffering, but God always has a plan. And our sanctification is a big part of that 

plan. God uses the bad in our lives for good. As He promises in Romans 8:28: “We know 

that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him.”  
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Note that Paul does not say that all things are good. Just because you’re a Christian 

does not mean that everything in your life will be good. But what Paul is saying is that 

God is very good at taking something very bad in your life and turning it into 

something good. He turns crucifixions into resurrections. What looked like a dead end 

on Good Friday when Jesus died for your sins and mine opened up onto Easter 

morning. “I know that my Redeemer lives!” God takes the suffering in our lives and 

works it together with the good in our lives to use it for good.  

 

To use it to serve others. To mature us in faith so that we can be of service to others. 

Who can better help the parents of a Down syndrome child than parents who have 

had a Down syndrome child? Who can better help someone who has alcohol or drug 

addiction than someone who is recovering from alcohol or drug addiction? The very 

thing you want least to talk about in your life is the very thing God wants to use most to 

help other folks. 

 

There is a plan. God’s plan. A plan in which God is working all things together for our 

good and for His glory. The five S’s may help us understand what God is doing. Shock, 

sorrow, struggle, sanctification, and service. With this understanding, from the 

Scriptures, we are able to say with Job: “When He has tested me, I will come forth as 

gold.”   

 

Amen 

 


